
English Department Summer Reading 2021 
All Grades/All Levels  
 
Dear RJR 2021-2022 Students,  

 
Our summer reading assignment for this summer will be a school wide 
reading.  This means the assignment is for all students at Reynolds, with the 
exception of English AP classes, which have their own summer reading 
assignments.   
 
Our assignment this year is focused on the theme of Equity.  If you are not 
familiar with the term, Equity is defined as fair and equal treatment.  We 
would like for you to choose a book that deals with the theme of Equity.   
 
This year’s summer reading allows you, the student, to select a text for your 
summer reading and to complete the assignment as described.  A few 
guidelines for the book you choose: 
 

1. It must be grade level appropriate.  It should be on your reading level.   
2. It may not be a book that was previously assigned to you in high 

school, or in middle school.  
3. It must contain examples of Equity. 
4. It should be appropriate to be discussed in a school setting.   

 
The English Department has provided a list of suggested titles following the 
assignment.   

 
Reader’s Assignment 
 
Collect brief quotes from the text as you read and discuss the significance of 
the quotes in 2-3 sentences. In discussing the significance, you should try to 
connect the quotes to the impact of the setting, plot development, character 
development, or a major theme of the book. We would also like for you to 
connect as many quotes as possible to our magnet theme of Equity. Include 
quotes from chapters throughout the book to represent evidence of your 
reading of the entire book and write down the page numbers for your 
quotes. You should complete this assignment through your own efforts 
and without the assistance of any online resources. The length 
requirements are based upon the level of your course, as outlined below. 
 

Standard English – 10 quotes – a total of 2 pages* from one of the 
books you select. Click here if you’d like to use a template.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XhuIxuPhBihicaueML7qnq4jefRxX6Fzh6cNV6on9gY/edit?usp=sharing


Honors English – 15 quotes – a total of 3 pages* from one of the books 
you selected. 
Seminar English – 20 quotes – a total of 4 pages* from two of the 
books you selected.   
*One side of a page counts as one page, so front and back equals two 
pages. 

 
You can use the questions below to help guide you as you look for quotes 
and write about them, but do not feel limited to the suggested questions 
below. This assignment can be written or typed (please double space and 
use Times New Roman, 12 pt. font if you type it).  
 

● Relating quotes to the setting:  
o How does the setting impact the characters?  
o What cultural aspects of the setting impact the way characters or 

people in the book think?  
o How does the setting impact the way the story unfolds?  

 
● Relating quotes to characters:  

o What is the character like at the beginning of the story? 
o How do they change throughout the story?  
o How do the conflicts and problems in the story impact them?  

 
● Relating quotes to the plot:  

o What is the main problem in the story?  
o What important events in the plot lead to changes in the story? 

 
● Relating quotes to the themes:   

o What big ideas emerge from the story as it changes?  
o What does the author want to communicate about the events or 

the characters? 

 
 
Example: “We are forlorn like children and experienced like old men, we are crude and 

sorrowful and superficial—I believe we are lost” (Remarque 123).  

Explanation: This quote shows how the war has impacted the narrator Paul. In it, he explains 

how he is still physically young, but does not feel young anymore. He feels that he has 

experienced things that are beyond his age. The words that he uses like “crude” and “sorrowful” 

and “lost” reveal how the war has tainted his experience and destroyed parts of his identity.  

 



Suggested Titles The English department has provided the list below of 
titles for summer reading.. These are merely suggestions for summer reading 
and students are free to select titles not included here that deal with Equity and 
meet the criteria listed above. This list is simply meant to provide titles to consider.  
Some titles include mature themes and language.  We encourage students and 
parents to investigate any titles prior to selection.   
 

Book Title Author 

1984  George Orwell 

A Brave New World Aldous Huxley 

A Hope in the Unseen Ron Suskind 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn Betty Smith 

All the Light We Cannot See Anthony Doerr 

Anger is A Gift Mark Oshiro 

Becoming Michelle Obama 

David and Goliath Malcolm Gladwell 

Dear Martin Nic Stone 

Educated Tara Westover 

Finding Fish  Antwone Quenton 

Finding My Way  Michelle Manon 

Great Expectations Charles Dickens 

Hidden Figures Margot Lee Shetterly 

Homegoing Yaa Gyasi 

I am Malala Malala Yousafzai 

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl Harriet Jacobs 

Jane Eyre Charlotte Bronte 

Just Mercy Bryan Stevenson 

Kaffir Boy  Mark Mathabane 

Lakota Woman Mary Crow Dog 

Monster  Walter Dean Myers 

My Vanishing Country Bakari Sellers 

Where the Crawdads Sing Delia Owens 

Picking Cotton  
Erin Torneo, Jennifer Thompson-
Cannino, and Ronald Cotton 

Sense and Sensibility Jane Austen 

Stamped from the Beginning Ibram X. Kendi 

The Count of Monte Cristo Alexander Dumas 

The Glass Castle Jeannette Walls 



The Hate You Give Angie Thomas 

The Pact Sampson Davis 

The Poet X  Elizabeth Acevedo 

Unbroken Laura Hillenbrand 

We Should All Be Feminists Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 


